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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The purpose of the Tree Streets Neighborh@owlysis and Overvieis to identify what
makes the Tree Streets a good neighborhood, to articulate the opportunities for
improvement and topresent a variety ofideas that can make the Tree Streets
neighborhood a great place to live.

The Tree Streets Neighborhodahalysis and Overvieis one of several arestudiesthe

City has completed in the past few years. The recommendafmunsd in most area
studiesprimarily focus on the physical attributes and deficiencies of an area, such as
traffic circulation, open space, and land ugks part of the initial data collectidior the

Tree Streets Neighborhoodnalysis and Overviewthe 2010 Censs data had just
become available and was invaluable in understanding the demographic, social and
economic issues in the neighborhood. Additional data waliected to better
understand the physical condition of the public and private space, as welb#dalabity

of public amenities such as & and public transportationSurveys, public meetings,
and oneon-one interactions with neighborhood residents added to the information
documentedas part of theanalysis

The data and public input for the Tredr&ets NeighborhoodAnalysis and Overview
highlightsthe complex social and economissuesimpacing the quality d life in the
neighborhood as a whole.In recognition of the unique dynamics present in the
neighborhoodthis analysisaddresses more thathe physical attributes of the area, and
takes a holistic look at the neighborhoottludingsocial and community issues

The Analysis and Overviewbegins by defining the characteristics of a great
neighborhood in five broad categories: Mixed Uses, Mighilinique Character, Social
Community and Safety.Examining the Tree Streets Neighborhood through this lens
shows thatthe generalphysical characteristics of the neighborhood are fairly sound,
and can be improved with targeted and routine maintenandee dther qualities of the
neighborhood, particularly social community and safetged significant assistance and
should be considered prioritigfor this neighborhood to be considerexdgreatplace to

live in the future
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The Tree Streets Neighborhaedourdedby Kinsley Street on the south, Main Street on east,

Woodlawn Cemetery on the west andBstein Apartments and the Millyd on the north.
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WHAT MAKES A GREATGHBORHOOD?

There are many definitions tfie qualitiesthat make a great neighborhood, from Jane Jacobs in
her influential bookThe Death and Life of Great American CitlE861) to the latest best
practices encouraged by the American Planning Association. What they have in common are five
main attributes: mixed uses, ease of mobility, unique character, social community and safety.

Mixed Uses

Great neighborhoods have a nmik uses. Residential, entertainment, educational, commercial,
employment and recreational activities are all available in the immediate vicinfiseferably

within walking distance. Mixed use neighborhoods have a diversity of types and sizes of
residental uses, such as single family, duplex and rfattiily. Buildings are a variety of ages,
accommodating different people and businesses that can afford different levels of rent. The
residents in a mixed use neighborhood are diverse in age, ethnicitinaache.

Mobility

Great neighborhoods offer mobility for all their residents and visitors. All modes of
transportation are accommodated, including walking, biking, public transportation and
individual transportation. Streets within the neighborhood foerconnected network, which
disperses traffic by providing a variety of pedestrian and vehicular routes to any destination.
Sidewalks are available throughout the neighborhood; they are accessible, well maintained and
wide enough for two people to comfortép walk sideby-side. Biking is accommodated on
street and or on separate paths and is an accepted form of transportation in the neighborhood.
Public transportation is proximate, frequent, dependable, clean and safe. People with cars have
enough room o park without a hassle, roads are clearly marked and traffic moves along.

Unique Character

DNBI G ySAIKOoO2NK22RA KIFI@S GKSANI 246y ARSyGAdGed ¢tKSe R2yQi 221
have memorable features. Some neighborhoods are unique because of their architecture or

their landscaping. Others are unique because of their history, their despbigs or their social

attributes. People who live in a great neighborhood recognize their uniqueness and have a

sense of pride.
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Social Community

A great neighborhood is a place where people are connected to each other. People turn first to
family, fiends, and neighbors when problems arise in their lives. In a great neighborhood there
are people to turn to when in need. Social capital is the collective or economic benefits that
result when people work together as a group. Networks of civic engagenseich as
neighborhood associations, are an essential form of social capital. Individuals who are strongly
connected to their neighbors tend to play a more active role in shaping the destiny of their
community. This increase in social capital will resutommunities that are safer, healthier and
more vital.

Safety

Great neighborhoods are safe and are perceived to be safe. People of all walks of life need their
home and neighborhood to be a haven, a place where they come to at the end of a lopgiday,
their feet up and unwind; a place to relieve the stress of everyday and rejuvenate for tomorrow;

a place where a knock on the door brings joy and not fear. People can go outside at all times of
day or night in a safe neighborhood. It is a good ptacise children. Children can go out to

play with other children without fear of predatory behavior.

Overall, a great neighborhood is a place residents are proud to come home to. People feel
connected, build bonds and experience a true sense aeplareat neighborhoods do not form
overnight, but instead are established slowly over time as community bonds are formed and a
sense of pride evolves. Community results when the physical, social and economic needs of its
people are successfully addressed

The Tree Streets Neighborhoofinalysis and Overvievexamines the five attributes of what
makes a great neighborhood using data from the 2010 Census and a variety of athessdn
addition, perceptions of residents and leaders obtained through surveys and community
meetings are included as a gauge for the qualities of the neighborhood. Taken together, the
data and community input provide a picture of where the Tree @#r&leighborhood stands
today.
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WHAT MAKES A GREAHIGHBORHOOD: MIXEBRFS

Great neighborhoods support a mix of housing and business activities all easily
available within the area. Residential uses support a variety of small
commercial enterprises, and there are opportunities for recreation and other
activities. Diversity in hasing type (single family, duplex and mdi#mily) and

in ownership (ownepccupied or rental) is important. Buildings are a variety of
ages, accommodating different people and businesses that can afford different
levels of rent.

With respect to the Tree Streets neighborhood, the term mixed uses includes a
mix of uses, diverse housing types, and varying housing sizes.

In this sectiorwe examine:

1 HOUSING

MIXED USES

1 LAND USE

1 ANEW DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY

Page | 6



Nashua Tree Streets Neighborhood:Analysis and Overview & September2012

MIXED USESHOUSING

An aging housig stock and a high number ofntal properties and vacanciese just some of
the observations that residents and community leaders have identified about housing in the
Tree Streets neighborhood.

The Tree Streets neighborhood has some of the oldest hgustiock in the City of Nashua.
Most of the neighborhood was constructed before 1900. As shown in the anajhve next
page the neighborhood is laid out in a grid pattern and houses are located on small lots
averaging less than orguarter acre. Houses arsituated close to the street, most with no
more than a ten foot setback.

The neighborhood includes close to 500 principal buildings (exclusive of garages and other
outbuildings). Of these, approximately 55% were constructed as single family dwellifgs, 40
as multifamily and 5% of the structures were built for noesidential uses (commercial,
institutional, etc.).

Of the roughly 280 singiamily houses in the neighborhood, approximately 30% were
constructed prior to 1880. The period from 1880 to 19%¥Ww the greatest amount of
construction during which roughly 60% of the sinfglmily homes were built. Construction in

the area dropped off significantly after 1900 as fewer developable lots were available. Only
about 10% of the single family homes al@ted post1900, most of this due to replacement of
earlier structures.
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